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PMiscellany. 


From the Southern Evangelical Intelligeneex. 


THE ORPHAN—A Facr. 


It was ona pleasant summer’s eve, that the pastor of one of our New- 
England villages took his usual walk, after spending the day in study.— 
He was-a good old man, who had long been faithful over the beloved peo- 
ple of his charge—and he had been a successful labourer in the cause of 
his Master, till his head had become silvered, and his tottering tenement 
needed the support of a staff. The sun had already sunk in the west, and 
was pouring his last rays into the golden sky, as the pastor entered the 
village graveyard. ‘There is something in this hour of the day, that 
gives a pleasing melancholy to the soul—which, added to the place in 
which he was walking, was peculiarly adapted to assist the holy man in 
his meditations; and, if need be, to raise his thoughts from this world, 
and to place them on that which he felt was his home. The good man 
was pressing beneath his softly trembling steps the sods which covered 
many of his beloved parishioners, when he came to the spot where lay 
his wife and three beautiful daughters, whose loveliness, like the opening 
rose, was blasted ere it was fully exhibited. The pastor leaned on his 
staff,and bent over these graves, and was just marking out by their side the 
spot where he hoped shortly to lie in peace, when he was staftled by 
hearing the sobs of a child. He turned, and, at a little-distance, beheld 
a lovely little white-headed boy, who was kneeling and sobbing over the 
grave of his father, whose ashes had lately been deposited beneath. With 
a melting heart the good shepherd approached the child of his friend, 
and, with the tenderness of an angel, he raised and kissed this orphan 
lamb of his flock, whose face was pallid through grief, and whose bright 
blue eyes were swollen by weeping. He sat down beside the grave, 
and pressed the weeping boy to his bosom. 

“O Sir,” said the child, “let me cry for my father—he lies@eep in 
that grave ; they tell me he will never again be my father—Iféar that I 
have offended him, that he will no more be my father, and I want to ask 
him to forgive me, afd to kiss me as he used to do !—Oh ! if he would 
once more be my father, I would never again offend him. But they say 
he is dead ! O, I would sit here and cry all night—I would never stop if 
my poor father would come to me! But he will not come—for, a few 
days before they put him in this hole, he told me—O, I do remember it 
—he told me he was going to leave me, and I should never have a father 
any more ; and hestroked my hair with his sick hand, and told me 


when he was buried in the ground, that I must be a good boy and love God : 
Oh! my poor, good father !” 





6 The Orphan. 


The feeling pastor pressed the hand of the sorrowing child within his— 
and, ere he could answer him, he had wet with his tears the silken hair of 
the orphan. His first object was to sooth him into confidence, and then 
to direct him to a Father who would never forsake him. With patience 
he satisfied his curiosity respecting death—how that it is a long sleep, 
but that the voice of God will one day awake even the dead. He told 
him how death was introduced into the world, and made him understand 
that it was the consequence ofsin. He explained to him the natural de- 
pravity of the heart—how we, “ like sheep, have all gone astray.” He 
laboured to impress upon him a correct view of the character of God— 
his attributes of love, mercy, justice, &c. and then explained how we 
might be saved by Jesus Christ. He next strove deeply to impress upon 
the listening boy what is “ the chief end of man ;” and thus concluded, 
while his hearer seemed to hang upon his lips : “ And now, my dear lit- 
tle boy, you have indeed lost a tender father ; but I have been trying to 
point you to a Father, who has promised never to forsake the poor or- 
phan.” * But,” says the child, “ what is it to be an orphan °” 

* It is to be left destitute of parents while we are yet children.” 

1 think I understand ; but what is a poor orphan P” 

The clergyman was aflected, but replied, “It is a child who is left des- 
titute of property as well as friends.” 

“ O, I wish,” said the child, in the simplicity of his heart, “I wish 
that I was a poor orphan, if God would be my father.” 

The good minister wept—for he knew that the child’s wish respecting 
property would be fully satisfied—“ I trust, my dear child, that God will 
be your father. You know how short are our lives—how certain our 
death—how much we have to do to prepare for death—and how we 
should devote our lives to God, that we may meet death with peace. 1] 
hope you will not only be good, and live so as to meet your poor father 
in heaven, but I hope your life will be spent in trying to do good to 
others.” 

The clergyman held the hand of the child, and they knelt in prayer on 
the grave. The petition was that God would provide for the little or- 
phan. It was now dark, except what light was afforded by the bright 
twinkling of the stars. As they left the graveyard, the shepherd direct- 
ed the attention of his lamb to these wonderful works of God, and his 
heart beat with joy when he exclaimed, “ My Father made them all.” 

He led the orphan to his place of residence—soothed his grief—as- 
suaged his sorrows—and determined to adopt and make him his child.— 

ut God had otherwise determined. ‘The faithful pastor was soon after 
laid upon the bed of death, and from the chamber which had, for many 
years, been the witness of the piety of his heart, and which was “ privileged 
above the common walks of virtuous life,” his spirit, as we trust, flew 
from the snares, the corruptions, and the sins of this transitory world, and 
found a shelter in the bosom of his Redeemer—and left the child a second 
time an orphan. 

At the death of the clergyman, the little boy was thrown upon the wide 
world with but few friends :—his patron was dead, and he was forgotten. 
Many who saw, felt compassion for him. They saw sorrow often brood- 
ing over his countenance, and the big tear often gush from his eyes: they 
saw and pitied—“ hoped he would be provided for”—and left him as 
they found him. But it should be a matter of consolation to dying pa- 
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rents, that there is One who heareth even “ the young ravens when they 
cry,” and will provide for the fatherless. 

I have only to add, that to the subject of this narrative God was ever 
near. He was placed in many different situations—passed through ma- 
ny trials, but was ever protected through the tender mercy of God. At 
the age of sixteen, it is believed he experienced the operations of the Spirit 
of God upon his heart: he thought of this interview with the good clergy- 
man, and of his advice, his prayers and his wishes ; and he dedicated 
his life to the service of God. The hand of charity was extended. He 
is now a member of one of our most respectable colleges; and it is hoped 
and believed that this orphan may hereafter be known as a Missionary 
of the Cross in some heathen land, where he has determined to spend his 
days. PEREGRINUS. 


THE EPISTLE 


FROM THE YEARLY MEETING OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, 


Held in London by ad’2urnments from the 24th of the 5th month, to the 
5th of the sixth month, inclusive, 1820, to the quarterly and monthly 
meetings of Friends, in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 


Dear FRIENDS, 

It hath pleased our Heavenly Father again to permit us to meet for 
transacting the concerns of our religious Society; and we have from time to 
time in the course of this meeting, had reverently to acknowledge the con- 
tinuance of his love towards us. We have partaken of the fellowship of the 
Gospel; of that fellowship in which our predecessors, valiant for the 
truth, were comforted in the day of persecution ; and which has been a 
strength to the true believers from the earliest periods of the Christian 
Church ; we therefore again feel engaged to offer the salutation of our 
love to all our dear friends, wherever they may be situated, with earnest 
desires that they may become united unto one another in Christ Jesus, our 
Holy Head. 

The amount of the sufferings of our friends, as reported to this meet- 
ing, on account of tithes and other ecclesiastical demands, is upwards of 
sixteen thousand pounds. 

Our distant brethren have been again brought to our remembrance by 
an epistle from the Yearly Meeting of Ireland, and one from each of those 
established onthe American continent. It is encouraging to us to observe, 
that these communications bespeak a continued solicitude for the pros- 
perity of the cause of truth. By those from America we find that the 
welfare of their Indian neighbours, and the rights of the injured African 
race, are still dear to our friends on the other side of the Atlantic, and that, 
as favourable opportunities occur, they are publicly advocating the cause 
of justice and mercy. 

This meeting has been deeply affected on hearing that the slave-trade, 
notwithstanding its abolition by our legislature, and by various foreign 
powers, still exists, with the horrors consequent upon it, to a lamentable 
extent; and although the way does not immediately open for much to be 
done by us, on behalf of the objects of this nefarious and cruel traffic, we 
earnestly commend them to your continued remembrance and commise- 
ration. 








8 Friends’ Epistie. 


We have been again occupied in investigating the state of our society ; 
and our present concern is, to turn the attention of all our dear friends toa 
strict examination of their religious profession and experience. We pro- 
fess to believe in the inward teachings of the Spirit of Christ Jesus, our 
Redeemer and Mediator, our Advocate with the Father ;—of Him whose 
precious blood was shed, that he might procure_unto us eternal life, and 
present us holy and unblameable, and unreprovable unto God. Let us 
individually inquire, how far we are acting in conformity with the solemn 
truths of the Gospel. Are we seeking, in humble supplication unto the 
Lord, that our faith may be established therein? Are we, in patient waiting 
before Him, desiring that we may clearly discover the inshinings of his light 
upon our understandings ; and that by walking in faith, according to its 
manifestations, our lives may be spent in the love and fear of our great 
Creator ° 

It is of unspeakable importance to all, that they should know their own 
wills and dispositions regulated and sanctified by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Ifthis engagement of heart be earnest and frequent, humble views 
of ourselves ensue, a distrust in our rational powers, as sufficient for the great 
work of salvation, is induced ; we are taught the inestimable blessing which 
those enjoy who attain to a reliance on Holy aid; and, whilst we are 
brought low in our own estimation, and are fearful to speak of our religious 
attainments, we are enabled to rejoice in Him in whom we have believed. 
The time spent in silence, in our meetings for divine worship, would then 
be productive of spiritual refreshment ; and our beloved brethren, in their 
remote and solitary allotments, for whom we feel a tender sympathy, would, 
in their small assemblies, be animated by the presence of Him whose pro- 
mises are unfailing. 

When the Christian temper predominates in our meetings for discipline, 
this salutary provision for the exercise of Gospel love and care, and for the 
purpose of reclaiming and restoring those who may be overtaken with a 
fault, is administered, not only with kindness and meekness, but in the au- 
thority of Truth; and each being watchful over his own spirit, those en- 
gaged in the business of these meetings, would then conduct it with weight, 
and in brotherly condescension :—and they would prove to be times of 
deep instruction. 

Our Christian principles teach us to live in the world aright, but not to 
live unto the world. If we indeed seek to be redeemed from its spirit ; if 
it be our daily concern that our garments may be kept unspotted by its de- 
filements; that we may be clothed with the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ, we shall be enabled to discharge our civil and religious duties with 
holy propriety, and to adorn the Gospel in our lives and conversation. In 
times in which the public feeling may be agitated by civil or political ques- 
tions of general interest, or by such as involve the vital principles of our 
faith, the humble Christian, thus prepared, will retire to the place of true 
inward prayer. He will see the necessity of carefully suppressing in his 
own mind the first emotion of party zeal ; but he will feel the advantage of 
cherishing a willingness to suffer, whether little or much, whether in secret 
exercise of mind, or in outward trials, to promote the cause of his Lord, 
who suffered so much for him. He will not view with indifference any 
open, or less direct attacks, upon those blessed truths on which his hope of 
salvation is founded. He will not be improperly solicitous for his own ease 
and security, when he sees difficulties or trouble threatening those around 
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him : his great concern will be that he may in no way bring reproach on his 
high profession, but that by acknowledging the Lord in all his ways, He 
may direct his paths. 

The love of the world operates in various ways to turn us aside from the 
path ofholiness. We believe that it leads many to gratify themselves in 
dress and language, in a way inconsistent with Christian simplicity. We 
are convinced that this departure from our well-known testimony, is an in- 
let to greater temptations, and we believe that where this salutary restraint is 
found to be irksome, a desire to throw it off tends to.retard the spiritual 
growth. We, therefore, affectionately entreat those who may be thus 
disposed, to consider well the motives for their conduct, and to reflect 
whether by this unwillingness to take up the cross to their natural incli- 
nations, they are not so far declining to become the disciples of Christ. 

Dear young friends, your advancement in the way of piety and virtue 
continues to be a subject of our earnest solicitude. We tenderly exhort you 
all to cherish the belief, to seek to be established in the conviction, that 
your heavenly Father, as you look in faith unto Him, will assist you by 
his good Spirit to overcome every thing that is wrong, and to live ac- 
ceptably in his sight. Be very careful then, we beseech you, not to read 
publications which openly, or indirectly, inculcate a disbelief in the be- 
nefits procured to us by the sufferings and death of Christ, in the divinity 
of Him, our Lord and Saviour, or in the perceptible guidance of his Spi- 
rit. On the contrary, in silent retirement before the Lord, seek after the 
contriting influence of his love, in sincere desire, that in his own time, it 
may please him, that you also may richly partake of that consolation and 
strength which are the portion of his faithful dependent children. And, 
as we can rejoice in the persuasion that many of you have yielded to the 
visitations of Divine Love, we wish to encourage these to hold on in the 
path of dedication, to continue to love the Lord, and to desire to know 
and to do his will. 

May these, may all our dear friends, be impressed with the continued 
necessity of watchfulness unto prayer, and of being clothed with humili- 
ty, as with a garment. The faithful disciple will guard against relying 
too much on former experience ; he will find that an increase of years 
produces an increasing conviction that we are entirely dependent upon 
God for fresh supplies of strength ; but he will be animated to persevere, 
from the consoling hope that if faith and patience continue, Christian 
virtues will increase ; humility, meekness, and liveliness of spirit will be 
prevalent in advanced life ; and a final admission will be granted into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Signed, in and on behalf of the Meeting, by 

JOSIAH FORSTER, 
Clerk to the Meeting this Year. 





FAMILY MORALS.—No. I. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sin—Having by special favour obtained sight of a letter from a mo- 
ther, I ventured to request the further favour of being allowed to com- 
municate the following extract for your valuable publication. If it seems 
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to you, as it does to me, to meet usefully an important and most common 
error, please to insert it, under the title of Family Morals, No. 1; and 
oblige 

A Farner. 





My Dear L ' 

Your letter did please me much. You seem to be doing wonders for 
little H I thought her a promising child, but not near so intelligent 
as she might be by a little plain every-day teaching. Iam more and 
more inclined to think that we must lay aside all systems, if we would 
come in direct contact with the understanding and heart of a child. We 
must be guided by the Bible to the heart; and, in all our efforts with 
the understanding, we must stop short when we interfere with what the 
Bible requires there; for who would be so mad, as to be willing to gain 
the intellects at the expense of the slightest moral evil? When we find 
that the intellects must be roused by offerings to the vanity, it is time to 
be alarmed : it is a sacrifice far from being acceptable in the sight of God. 
I would not, if I know my own heart, for ail the intellectual attainments 
that ever adorned the mind of man, consent to have my children suffer 
the slightest moral taint, if I were sure | could remove it the next minute ; 
for I do believe that all sin “deserves the wrath and curse of God.” 
There is a greater effort to unite the service of God and mammon in edu- 
cation than in any thing else. 

In talking upon the subject of education, it has been often suggested, 
that my views must prevent a rapid improvement of the mind. For- 
merly this has made me hesitate, but now I say, “ let it”’—though I am 
persuaded that the final account will be in full favour of “ denying all 
ungodliness.”” Education, so far as it is gained by perverting the heart, 
is wordy, “plays round the head.” As far as my observation and ex- 
perience have extendéd, it is the ready and the thoughtless, not the doubt- 
ing and thinking, who are acted upon by medals and other excitements, 
as injudicious as they are unhallowed. 





REVIEW. 


A Misstonary Carecuism for the use of Children; containing a 
brief view of the moral condition of the world, and the progress of mis- 
sionary efforts among the Heathen. Published by the Yale College So- 
ciety of Inquiry respecting Missions. New-Haven, printed by S. 
Converse, 1821. 


Missionary history is now becoming an essential part of Christian edu- 
cation. ‘The rising generation are to be trained up in the principles and 
practice of that benevolence, which, to the shame of their predecessors, is 
but just beginning to embrace so glorious an object as the conversion of 
*he world. ‘They are to be actuated by new and liberal views, and to be 
efficient instruments in introducing the latter-day glory of the Church. It 
is therefore necessary that they should early be made acquainted with the 
moral condition of the world, and the various plans which have been form- 
ed and are now successfully prosecuted for the diffusion of the gospel of 
peace. A conviction of the importance of such knowledge has caused 
many who have been engaged in Sabbath Schools, or otherwise employed 
in the religious instruction of youth, to look with peculiar regret upon the 
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want of means for communicating the necessary information. Such will 
know how to appreciate a book by which their pupils may be made fa- 
miliar with the general outline of missionary history. This appears to 
have been the motive which induced the publication of the little book whose 
title is at the head of this article. 

“Its object,” say the compilers, “is to state as briefly as possible the 
principal facts relative to the moral condition of mankind and the wretch- 
edness of the heathen, together with the efforts which have been made, and 
which yet remain to be made, for their relief.” The compilation is pro- 
fessedly made “ for the use of children,” and the catechetical mode 
adopted ; yet itis well adapted to many in the community of Christians 
who have grown up in the quiet neglect of the divine injunction, “ Go ye 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Although 
the publications of the day contain a summary of missionary operations, 
it is easy to perceive they cannot answer every purpose in the communi- 
cation of such intelligence. There are multitudes who peruse them rare- 
ly, if at all; and among those who do, there are very many who are ig- 
norant of the origin and progress of the benevolent institutions whose 
operations they now regard with interest. These should possess some 
abstract of missionary history. Such an abstract is the Missionary Cate- 
chism. Nor can it be perused unprofitably by him who has watched the 
progress of missionary effort, and is acquainted with the subject in all its 
details. It is a remembrancer which will collectively revive many plea- 
sing recollections of the progress of the truth, and may animate the Chris- 
tian in his efforts of benevolence, by the encouragement it adds to the divine 
assurance that the Redeemer’s cause shall ultimately become triumphant. 

But it is time that we should give some account of the work itself, that 
our recommendation may not appear to have been independent of its con- 
tents. The matter of it is arranged in six chapters. 

Cuap. Ist givesa general view of the world. It treats of its Inhabi- 
tants, and the Principal Systems of Religion that prevail in the world, 
as Judaism, Mahometanism, Christianity, and Heathenism or Pagan- 
ism. As a fair specimen of the work, we will quote the last Section of this 
Chapter entire. 

OF HEATHENISM. 

Q. What is heathenism, or paganism ? 

A. It is the worship of false gods. 

Q. When did heathenism begin ? 

A. Immediately after the fall; among the posterity of Cain. 

Q. How extensive did it become ? 

A. It soon became almost universal. All the families of the earth, exeept 
that of Noah, were idolaters ; and, because the wickedness of man was great 
upon the earth, God sent the flood and destroyed them. 

Q. Did Noah’s posterity, after the flood, become idolaters ? 

A. Yes; they soon forgot the true God; and, except a small portion of 
mankind, all have continued idolaters until this day. 

Q. Why did men become idolaters ? 

A. Because of their wickedness and pride. “ Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things.” Rom. i. 22, 23. 

Q. What have been some of the objects of heathen worship ? 

A. The sun, moon and stars ; mountains and rivers ; men and women ; 
beasts, birds, reptiles and insects ; and images of gold, silver, weod and stone. 
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Q. What has been the nature of the worship paid to these imaginary gods? 

A. Very foolish, impure and bloody. 

Q. Wherein is seen the folly and cruelty of heathenism ?- 

A. In the infliction of voluntary self-torture, and in the offering of human 
sacrifices. 

Q. Can you give some account of the different kinds of self-torture prac- 
tised by the heathen ? 

A. In some countries, it is a frequent practice to lie and walk on points of 
sbarp iron ; to hang suspended by large hooks fastened in the back ; to hold 
the arms over the head until they become withered ; to sit for years in the 
same position ; to bore holes in their tongues and sides; and to throw them- 
selves from a high place upon sharp knives. 

Q. What particulars can you state respecting human sacrifices ? 

A. Infants are often thrown into rivers to be devoured by alligators ; pa- 
rents are left by their children to perish with hunger ; women are burnt and 
buried alive with the dead bodies of their husbands, and multitudes, of all 
ages, perish by long journeys to idolatrous temples, or are crushed beneath 
the wheels of idol-cars. 

Q. What is the object of these cruel practices ? 

A. To obtain the pardon of sin and the favour of the gods. 

Q. What proof can you give that sincerity in any religion will not insure 
salvation ? 

A. The Seripture says expressly, “ There is none other name under hea- 
ven, given among men, whereby we must be saved,” but the name of Jesus. 
Acts. iv. 12.—“ There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death.” Prov. xiv. 12. 

What are some of the books which the heathen consider as sacred ? 

A. Among the inhabitants of India, the Shasters and Vedas are the prin- 
cipal. 

Q. Where does the pagan religion prevail ? 

A. Throughout the greater part of Asia, Africa, America, and some parts 


of Europe. 

Q. What is the number of Pagans ? 

A. About five hundred millions. 

Q. Have we any reason to believe that Heathens and Mahometans will 
ever become Christians ? . 

A. Yes: for it is declared that “ All the ends of the world shall remember 
and turn unto the Lord.” Ps. xxii. 27.—pp. 12, 15. 

Cuap. 2 exhibits the duty of Christians to spread the Gospel through 
the world. 

Cuap.3 informs us what has been done in discharge of this duty.— 
This is the most instructive Chapter, and comprises about half of the 
work. It contains an account of the principal Bible Societies, of the 

incipal Missionary Societies, and of the principal Missionary Stations. 

he operations of the several Societies are succinctly stated, and the re- 
sult of those operations in the history of the respective Missionary sta- 
tions. In this Chapter the answers to the several questions are very 
properly made shorter and more direct than in most of the other chapters, 
the nature of whose subjects will not admit of the like brevity. 

The remaining Chapters treat respectively of what remains to be done; 
the obligations of children to the heathen ; and of the evidence that the 
Gospel is to be preached to all men. The subject of the last induces us 
to present it to our readers. 

THE GOSPEL IS TO BE PREACHED TO ALL MEN. 

Q. What renders it probable that the great work of evangelizing the hea- 

then will ever be accomplished ? 
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A. The aspect of the times, both in christian and in heathen countries. 

Q. What appearances in christian countries render it probable ?, 

A. The general diffusion of missionary information ; the lively sympathy 
which exists in behalf of the heathen ; the increasing liberality in support of 
Bible and missionary societies ; the prevailing spirit of prayer for the coming 
of Christ’s kingdom ; and especially the means employed to interest the 
minds of children in the situation of the heathen. 

Q. What appearances in unchristianized countries render it probable ? 

A. A readiness among many of the Jews to examine the New Testament ; 
a growing dissatisfaction, among the Mahometans, with their Koran ; and 
the universal anxiety, among the Pagans, for some suret ground of hope for 
eternity. 

Q. Will christian nations be willing to make the requisite exertion ? 

A. We have reason to believe they will; since their conviction of duty has 
become so deep and so universal. 

Q. Will not Christians become weary in well doing ? 

A. No: ever since missionary operations commenced, which was about 
forty years ago, their exertions have been constantly and rapidly increasing. 
The more they have done, the greater ability and readiness has been found, 
to continue exertion, 

Q. Can the requisite number of missionaries be furnished ? 

A. Yes: There are now, in christian countries, many thousand pious 
young men ready to engage in this work ; and, doubtless, many more will be 
raised up and fitted, in answer to the prayers of Christians. 

Q. May not the sickness and death of missionaries in foreign countries im- 
pede the progress of this work ? 

A. They may impede, but cannot stop it. The death of one missionary 
has been the means of raising up many others to fill his place. 

Q. Will not the malice of wicked men and devils frustrate the attempts of 
Christians ? 

A. No: “ He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh ; the Lord shall have 
them in derision.” Ps. ii. 4.—“ The gates of hell shal] not prevail against the 
church.” Matt. xvi. 18.—“ O ye people—take counsel together, and it shall 
come to nought ; speak the word, and it shall not stand; for God is with us.” 
Isa. viii. 10. 

Q. Will not the heathen refuse to receive the gospel ? . 

A. The spirit of God shall prepare the way. “ Thy people shall be will- 
ing in the day of thy power.” Ps. cx. 3.— The isles shall wait for his ’aw.” 
Isa. xlii. 4.—* I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow and 
shall swear.” Isa. xlv. 23. 

Q. Do not, then, the promises of God render it certain, that the whole 
world will be evangelized ? 

A. Yes: His truth is pledged to accomplish it ; and He will do it in his 
time. “ Though the vision tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry.” Hab, ii. 3.—“ I will give theethe heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.” Ps. ii. 8.—“I saw an- 
other angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people.” Rev. xiv. 6.—* All the ends of the world shall remem- 
ber and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before thee.” Ps. xxii. 27.—“ For the earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” Hab. ii. 14.—O 
Zion! “ Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is ri- 
senupon thee. The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the bright- 
ness of thy rising.” Isa. Ix. 1, 3. 

* Behold the measure of the promise fill'd ; 
See Salem built, the labour of a God! 








- a 





OS et 


14 Protestant Bible Society of Paris. 


Bright as the sun, the sacred city shines; _ 

, All kingdoms and all princes of the earth 
Flock to that light ; unbounded is her joy, 
And endless her increase.— 

Praise is in all her gates; upon her walls, 

And in her streets, and in her spacious courts, 

Is heard salvation. Eastern Java there 

Kneels with the native of the farthest west ; 

And Ethiopia spreads abroad the hand 

And worships. Her report has travelled forth 

Into all lands. From every clime they come 

To see thy beauty, and to share thy joy. 

O Sion! an assembly such as earth 

Saw never ; such as Heaven stoops down to see.””—pp. 43, 48. 

The compilers of this work, in their Preface, speak with modesty of 
its execution. But we feel more inclined to commend the performance 
than to employ ourselves in pointing out its minuter defects. It is more 
free from inaccuracies than could have been expected in a work of this 
description ; and evinces the possession of good materials for the com- 
pilation, and care in the selection of facts. We unhesitatingly recom- 
mend it to the careful perusal of the friend of missions, and especially to 
the notice of all, whether parents or teachers, who are at any time employ- 
ed in the religious instruction of youth. We know not how the trifling 
sum which it costs can be disposed of to better advantage than by putting 
this little book into the hands of children. Its diminutive size might 
render an apology necessary for appropriating so much room to the notice 
of it, did not the importance of its subject, in our view,amply justify every 
thing that we have said. 

The Missionary Catechism, it appears, is published by the Yale College 
Society of Inquiry respecting Missions. Having seen another inte- 
resting publication intimately connected with the subject of Missions, The 
Memoirs of Simeon Wilhelm, put into circulation in this country by the 
same Society, we have been at some pains to make inquiries in relation 
toit. The object suggested by its title, we have learned, is effected by 
the exertions of its members to dispose of such works as are deemed pe- 
culiarly favourable to the cause of Missions. Any profits, therefore, which 
may accrue from works which they publish. themselves, go in aid of their 
object. Such an association among the pious students in a literary Insti- 
tution, must have a happy influence upon their own minds, and tend much 
to the diffusion of a missionary spirit.* 


— — ____] 


Lntelligeuce. : 





FRANCE.—Bi1ste Societies. 


On Thursday, the 4th of December, 1820, the Protestant Bible So- 
ciety of Paris held its second Anniversary in the Hall in which the So- 
cieties for the Encouragement of National Industry and for Mutual In- 
struction hold their anniversaries; His Excellency the Marquis de Jau- 


* This work,we understand, is for sale at the Sunday School Depository, 
No, 59 Fulton-street. 
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court, President, in the chair. After an introductory prayer from the 
Rev. Mr. Marron, the President addressed the Assembly as follows : 

“‘ GENTLEMEN—T'o bring good men into communication with each 
other, to unite them by the bands of an affecting fraternity, to direct to- 
wards the same end their common efforts, and to impress on their labours 
the venerable seal of religion, such is the fruit of that spirit of association 
which effects so many prodigies in the country where the first Bible So- 
ciety was formed. 

“ Already humanity has gathered from it valuable results ; informa- 
tion has been extended; the rising generation has received attentions 
which no one of the preceding generations had enjoyed; nations hither- 
to plunged in the darkness of idolatry have been brouglit out of it, and 
the glorious light of the Gospel begins to spread itself mere generally 
over the universe. 

“‘ The first impulse given to this effect by the Bible Society of Lon- 
don, found the minds of men disposed to receive it: its example has been 
imitated ; America, Germany, Holland, Switzerland, Russia, Prussia, 
Sweden and Denmark, have formed in their turns Societies, all the la- 
bours of which tend to propagate the Gospel ; and this Book of all Com- 
munions, offered to the public without note and comment, and in the 
versions sanctioned by usage, forms among all Christians a new bond of 
love and good will. 

“ This great mean of approximating men to each other, precious in 
the eyes of every friend of humanity, is especially so in the eyes of 
Evangelical Christians; it must be so, above all, in the eyes of the Pro- 
testants of France. Disseminated over the whole surface of this vast 
kingdom, they stand in need of a centre to which they may attaclhi them- 
selves, and an object about which they may rally ; their interests and 
their wishes must be every where the same: and where could they better 
find this mean of union, Gentlemen, than in the Bible Society formed by 
your concurrence ? 

“‘ The word of God was in every age the only authority to which they 
meant to submit their faith, the only law to which they referred their 
opinions. ., 

“If the Press, incessantly active in our days, republishes works, 
whose authors have treated neither religion, nor the Divine book from 
which it emahates, with the respect which is due to them; it is by multi- 
plying, it is by propagating the Holy Scriptures, that Protestant Chris- 
tians will show how far they are from partaking of those errors. 

‘‘ Indignant at the crimes which fanaticism had committed in the name 
of religion, great geniuses had branded them with the stamp of reproba- 
tion. ‘They have rendered to humanity, to civilization, and even to poli- 
tics, services the most signal. But if, carried too far by an unreflecting 
ardour, they have been seen opposing to religion that philosophy which 
ought never to be separated from it ; if too often there has been found in 
their writings the language of doubt, and even of unbelief, the Protestants, 
whose cause they have eloquently pleaded in the days of their oppression, 
ought not the less on that account to disavow a language which never 
was theirs. 

“ When they claimed that equality of civil rights, and that protection 
in respect to religion, which they have at length obtained, it was always 
in the name of the Gospel, whose principles they were supposed to have 
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misconceived ; in the name of that Holy Doctrine, which recommends 
as strongly as reason and nature, the precepts of justice, toleration, and 
charity. 

“ ‘These claims, as we have just now said, have been listened to under 
the paternal government of the Bourbons: our Churches revive, our 
Academies flourish, our Pastors enjoy advantages and a consideration 
which their Evangelical labours deserve; schools are founded under the 
shadow of our churches, and our youths find, in the establishment of 
public instruction which they are enabled to frequent, a religious educa- 
tion conformable to the faith of their fathers. 

* But while, with joy, with a lively gratitude towards Divine Provi- 
dence, and towards our own government, we cast a glance over our pre- 
sent situation, we cannot dissemble, that there are still men who find 
themselves offended with the justice which is rendered to us. Their tac- 
tics are nearly the same as those of our ancient persecutors. To assert, 
that the reformation is on the point of expiring; that Protestantism is 
approaching its last day ; that already in a great part of the Protestant 
countries, Deism and Socinianism have taken the place of the doctrine 
of the Reformers ; that all the discreet men, who remain in the different 
communions, are only anxious to re-enter under the power of Rome ;— 
such are their means. Faithful inheritors of the maxims and wishes of 
their predecessors, they have not forgotten how much evil has been done 
to the Reformers by publishing, that there existed no longer in France 
Protestantism, or Protestants. ‘Their attempts will be vain ; the wis- 
dom of the laws which rule us, and the Monarch who governs us, are cer- 
tain pledges of this. Their unfounded declamations will injure us so 
much the less, as we will not descend into the arena in order to refute 
them ; nor will we so far forget what we owe to ourselves, what we owe 
to the public repose, as to engage in discussions as interminable as they 
are unprofitable. 

“ It is by our works, Gentlemen, that it becomes us to answer them. 
Let us publish, let us disseminate this gospel, whose principles they pre- 
tend to accuse us of having misconceived ; let us press around this ve- 
nerable monument of Divine wisdom, the only source whenge we profess 
to derive our information and our faith ; let us form around ita close 
and invincible phalanx; let us call upon all the members of our Com- 
munion to use the glorious right of reading it and meditating upon it, of 
that right which it will be henceforth impossible to wrest from Chris- 
tians. At our voice let Bible Societies multiply, let them form Branch 
Societies, and secondary Associations ; in a word, let the moment arrive 
in which there shall be no longer found in France a single cottage inha- 
bited by Protestants, where we have not introduced and recommended 
the Book of life ! 

“ Your zeal has commenced this great work, your perseverance will 
complete it ; the account which is about to be rendered to you of the la- 
bours of the year will convince you of the success already obtained, and 
give you occasion to hope for still further. 

“ It is painful to me, in addressing these words of encouragement to 
you, Gentlemen, not to see any longer in the midst of you the worthy 
pastor RasauT Pomter, one of the honoured censors of your suffrages. 
He had been a witness, in his youth, of the tribulations of the church of 
France ; in his advanced age he has been a witness of the consolations 
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it enjoys, and he has fallen asleep in peace. We will preserve the me- 
mory of his christian virtues, and of the labours to which he still dedi- 
cated himself, in the decline of his life, in favour of our Society. With 
him, a name dear to the Churches of France has just been extinguished ; 
we cannot better render to this revered name a last homage than in re- 
calling the commendations lately bestowed on the memory of the respec- 
table Paut Rasaut, by him who knows how to give still more value to 
his words by the superiority of his mind, than the elevation of his exalted 
rank. This Prince, the just appreciator of merit, has cited him as a mo- 
del to the Pastors of Nismes, his successors; showing thereby how much 
he wishes to honour the man who conscientiously discharges his duties, 
whatsoever may be his creed. It is also, we may believe, a sort of ser- 
vice that we shall render to our country, in furnishing, even to the lowest 
class of the people, the means of learning their duties from the word of 
God; and this service will not be without merit in the eyes of an enlight- 
ened government. Already our correspondence offers proof of the good 
will with which the first authorities have applauded our efforts, and have 
seconded them by their donations ; we see in this the pledge of the prin- 
ciples of toleration and justice with which those individuals are anima- 
ted, who occupy the highest functions in the state; and, on a multitude 
of occasions, the august Princes of the royal family have addressed to 
our Pastors and Consistories words of encouragement and confidence. 





UNITED STATES. 


An Account of a Mission among the Senecas and Munsees, performed 
in 1820, by the Rev. Timothy Alden, President of Alleghany Col- 
lege, addressed to the Rev. Abiel Holmes, D. D. of Massachusetts, 
Secretary of the Society for propagating the Gospel among the In- 
dians and others of North America. 


Meadville, Penn. 12th October, 1820. 

Rev. AND DEAR sir—By the good providence of God I have, at length, 
fulfilled the appointment to the Senecas and Munsees, which was assign- 
ed me last year, by the Society for propagating the Gospel among the 
Indians and others of North America. I commenced my tour, accom- 
panied, on this occasion, by my second son, on the 23d of August, and 
returned to Meadville on the fourth of the present month, having travel- 
led 542 miles, preached twenty-six times, and attended, as opportunity 
offered, to various other missionary labours, as prescribed in the commis- 
sion signed by yourself and Lieut. Gov. Phillips, President of the Society. 

We were cordially received by the white inhabitants in our numerous 
wanderings from one section of the aboriginal settlements to another. In 
several places, on our way, there have recently been some special awaken- 
ings, the happy fruits of which were manifest from the general tenor of 
conversation ; from the eagerness with which people assembled together 
for religious worship and instruction; from the engagedness with which 
they listened to the plain and solemn truths of the gospel; and from the 
indescribable, heart-cheering manner, in which they sung the praises of 
the Redeemer. 

It is painful, however, to mention, that a baneful influence was some- 
times noticed, particularly from the wild unscriptural representations of a 
certain modern sect, which has the effrontery to claim the name of chris- 
tian, leading captive silly women, and the ignorant of both sexes, main- 
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taining the annihilation of the wicked, and denying the divinity and the 
atonement of the Son of God. 

As the aboriginal inhabitants were the leading object of attention, ¢ agree- 
ably to the instructions received, the extracts from my journal, in refer- 
ence to these too much neglected ‘but most interesting fellow creatures, will 
be copious, and if some articles should be introduced, which seem to a 
degree irrelevant, yet, if in the aggregate they tend to throw light on the 
history of Indians, the communication, although somewhat prolix, it is 
hoped, will not be unacceptable. 

On the 31st of August, we visited the chief warrior at Cataraugus, the 
mild, humane, and venerable Wen-dung-guh-tah. He at once recognised 
me, and, after a little pause, and inreply to what I had said, with a placid 
countenance, not unlike in appearance to that of Francis Xavier, addressed 
me in nearly the following language, as interpreted by Hank Johnson. 

“ F thank the Great Spirit, that he has given you health and strength to 
come and see your red brethren oncé more. I thank you for fulfilling 
your promise to visit me and my people again. Iam glad to see you. 1 
shall be glad to have you preach to my poopie about the gospel next 

Sabbath. You must not think it hard if all should not attend as you 
may wish; for I suppose you have heard that there is a division among the 
Indians. Some of them have agreed to keep the Sabbath, but others are 
determined to follow the way which their fathers have taught; but for 
myself, I shall be glad to have you preach in the Council House next 
Sabbath.” 

At this time there was an assemblage of Indians at the Council House, 
near at hand, it being one of the days of their feast of ingathering. We 
repaired thither and found a company consisting of about one hundred 
Senecas and Munsees, male and female, old and young, deeply engaged 
in some kind of play with hazel-nuts. On being introduced by Johnson, 
as a jen-ne-sta-je, their amusements were immediately suspended, and 
there was a profound silence. I embraced the opportunity, without 
ceremony, to make an address, which I concluded by stating, that on the 
next Sabbath I expected to be with them again in that place, to preach 

the gospel, and hoped for a general attendance. 'T hey instantly made 
the Council House to ring with a loud, animated, and universal ye-ugh, 
ye-ugh, or shout of approbation. 

We were kindly entertained at the house of Jacob Taylor, whose ex- 
tensive and well cultivated farm is contiguous to the reservation, who 
has long exercised, under the direction of the Society of Friends in Phila- 
delphia, a superintendence over the Cataraugus Indians, and has been 
greatly instrumental in meliorating their. temporal condition. Here } 
saw, for the second time, the aged Koh-kun-de-noi-ya, who, from the 
wonderful powers of his memory, and the principal occupation of his 
past life, is extensively known by the name of Coffee-house. In 1818, 
when at the cabin of Peter Krous, on the Alleghany, having no one to 
interpret, he gave me a concise history of his life, mostly by signs, as 
expressive and intelligible as those of the pupils at the ‘asylum of the 
deaf and dumb at Hartford. He represented, at that time, that he had 
arrived at the uncommon age of one hundred years. From other sources 
the credibility of his statement has since been confirmed. He had rode 
thirty miles the day I saw him, and was on his way to Canada to visit 
his relations, but spent the night at Mr. Taylor’s, where the Indians 
always find a welcome reception, and the most friendly attentions. He 
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has but an imperfect knowledge of the christian religion, yet seems to 
have a deep and solemn sense of his dependence on Nau-wen-ne-yu, or 
the Great Spirit, to whom, in the silent watches of the night, when he, 
no doubt, thought there was no mortal to witness his devotions, he has 
often been heard pouring forth the aspirations of his soul in fervent prayer. 
He is by birth an Onondaga, and was born near Geneva, in the state of 
New-York. He was with the Indians who formed an ambuscade, sur- 
prised, and defeated General Braddock in 1755, and was with the French 
at Fort Du Quesne at the time of their abandonment of that post in 
1758. During a great part of his long life, he has been employed as a 
courier to carry intelligence from tribe to tribe. Many a time has he 
been present at councils, which sometimes were continued for weeks, 
when a vast mass of matter was brought to view, and numerous speeches 
were made; yet, such was the tenacity of his memory, he would give the 
whole in detail, to the omission:of nothing important, as he proceedegl 
from one nation te another. The Indians, like the Athenians of ancient 
days, are fond of news; hence, his presence would always cause them 
speedily to assemble together, in whatever village he appeared, such was 
their desire to hear of the passing events from a man who-readily imparts 
ed all the quantum of intelligence to be collected at a coffee-house. 

Sabbath, 3d September.—Knowing that Hank Johnson was obliged to 
be at Chaud-dauk-wa lake this day, while on my course through the woods 
to the place of convocation, not strictly conforming to aboriginal etiquette, 
and with the view to save time, I took the liberty to send a young Mun- 
see to Henry York, a little distance from my route, requesting him to 
come and officiate as my interpreter. Had I reflected a moment I should 
have left this application to an arrangement of the chiefs; for it is well 
known that the Indians will seldom attend to any business of importance 
with a stranger, unless the previous sanction of the heads of their tribe 
have been obtained. We repaired to the mansion of Wendungguhtah, 
which we found cleanly swept, and himself neatly dressed, but unable to 
walk in consequence of a hurt recently received. The young Munsee 
soon returned, and reported that York said he would not come. He was 
the only person then on the reservation who could answer my purpose. 
My situation, for a short period, was painful; I doubt not similar to 
what our missionary brethren in Asia often experienced, when first sur- 
rounded by people of a strange tongue. The Indians were already begin- 
ning to assemble together, though long before the hour of appointment. 
They had expressed an eagerness to hear the gospel. Their early attend- 
ance was an evidence of their sincere and ardent desire of religious in- 
struction ; and this was probably the last opportunity I should have of 
addressing them on a subject of eternal moment. © The chief warrior, 
perceiving my embarrassing situation, soon relieved my mind from the 
tedium of uncertainty and suspense. He despatched a runner to York, 
who promptly came, and ably performed the task assigned him. 

The line of demarcation between the friends and the foes of religion, in 
all the Indian reservations we visited, is now distinctly drawn. ‘They are 
divided into a christian and pagan party; the former, in a biraey em- 
bracing the most of those who have formerly been considered the most 
respectable among the chiefs, warriors, and commonalty; the latter the 
intemperate, quarrelsome, indolent, and most degraded. 

My audience consisted of about ‘sixty Senecas. None of the Munsees 
saw fit to honour me with a hearing. These are of the pagan party, 
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almost universally; are much addicted to an excessive use of strong 
drink; and, on my former missions, have showed little disposition for 
religious instruction. 

After singing a hymn in the Seneca dialect, in which a goodly number 
cheerfully joined, and a prayer, which few of them could understand, as 
it was not interpreted, I addressed them for more than an hour, and was 
delighted at their profound attention and orderly behaviour, during the 
religious exercises; and no less so at the decorous manner in which they 
retired from the house of worship, in all directions, to their respective 
cabins. I never witnessed greater propriety of conduct in any congrega- 
tion whatever. 

In communicating moral and religious instruction to Indians, long dis- 
sertations on any particular topic are not so profitable to them as laconic 
representations of duties and obligations, and narratives, drawn from 
scripture, of the dealings of God with the human race, accompanied with 
reflections and exhortations. As usual, however, I took a text. for a 
guide to the leading ideas I wished to suggest; and, on this occasion, 
selected these words: If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments. 
I represented to my auditors that this was the language of the great God 
and Saviour of the world; that true religion consisted in a real love of 
this best of beings; and that, if they loved him, they would gladly know 
what are those commandments, and would wish and strive, and rejoice, 
to keep them to the extent of their power, merely from the principle of 
love to the Creator and Redeemer. I gave them a concise view of the 
decalogue, with remarks upon its purity and extent, and the happiness 
which, in this life, would redound to every nation, if universally and con- 
scientiously regarded. In animadverting upon the fourth commandment, 
notice was taken of the laudable resolution they had formed to hallow the 
Sabbath, a day ever to be sacredly devoted, by the people of God, to the 
duties of religion. I spake also of the commands of Jesus Christ, and 
especially of that “ new command,” that they should love one another. 
Various exhortations followed, in which much was said of the numerous 
ill effects, every where evident, for want of more of this love to God and 
love to man. In descanting upon the vices which prevailed where this 
heavenly principle was not deeply rooted in the heart, I endeavoured to 
give a copious detail of the awful consequences of drunkenness ; that sin, 
which, of all others, the most easily besets the poor Indians. I told them 
I was happy to learn that the temperance of the generality of the Senecas, 
in Cataraugus, was often mentioned in terms of high commendation; but 
it was a matter of sore regret that there were still some among them, 
who indulged in a vice, which degraded man below the brutes, and 
which was, not unfrequently, but a prelude to fightings, murders, beggary 
and infamy. A solemn appeal was made to them for the truth of the 
disgusting representation. One, at least, I knew was then present, who, 
in a state of intoxication, had killed his neighbour about two years before, 
and every one present had often witnessed the dreadful effects of drunken- 
ness. Some account was given of the plain and pungent manner in which 
Sampson Occum, a minister of the gospel, and one of their brethren, had 
preached on the ruinous consequences of this vice. This, represented as 
coming from an Indian, excited a very noticeable attention. 

In order that their children might be trained up to that love of the 
blessed Redeemer, which the holy scriptures enjoin, I spoke of the im- 
portance of education ; and, to corroborate the arguments offered, referred 
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to a speech on this subject, made by the late John Sky, a Tonnmewanta 
chief, in my hearing, at a great council, in 1818, a few months before his 
death, and delivered with a pathos which would have done honour to any 
orator of Greece or Rome. I animadverted on the kindness of the 
Friends in Philadelphia, representing that these benevolent people had 
early attended to their welfare; that they had not only taught them to 
cultivate their lands, and presented them with various implements of hus- 
bandry, greatly to their temporal prosperity and comfort; and had given 
them much moral instruction ; but had established a school for the express 
benefit of the rising generation. This had, unhappily, been suspended 
during the violence of opposition from the’ pagan party; but, as I was 
glad to learn, would soon be renewed. I urged them, by various reasons, 
to cause their children diligently to attend the school, that they might be 
taught to read the word of God, some parts of which were already trans- 
lated into their language; that, being made acquainted with the instruc- 
tions, which the great and good Spirit had been pleased to communicate to 
the world, they might hope to be led to love him and keep his command- 
ments, to their present and future happiness. 

I had, at first, stated that I came by the direction of that Society, which, 
on former occasions, had commissioned me to impart to them the truths 
of the gospel. I represented that the good people of that Society had no 
sinister views in adopting measures of this kind; that they did not wish 
for their lands, furs, corn, money, nor any thing they possessed ; but that, 
feeling in their own hearts the obligation and the comfort of loving God, 
and endeavouring to keep his commandments, and knowing it, from the 
sacred word, to be their duty and privilege to love all the members of the 
great family of mankind, of whatever tribe or complexion, as brethren, they 
wished and prayed, and in various ways, exerted themselves, that the 
glorious realities of the true religion might be made known to them. From 
the same regard to the word of God and to the eternal welfare of precious 
and immortal souls, many others, near the big water, towards the rising 
sun, had, for a number of years, been most actively engaged in sending 
ministers of the gospel to different and distant tribes, of various tongues, 
to preach this love to God and love to man; and, from the highest au-, 
thority, it might be declared, that the day was fast ‘approaching when this 
heavenly principle would be universally felt, and there would be one fold 
and one Shepherd for all nations. 

In concluding this part of my address, I descanted on the complacency 
and delight which the people of God are wont to experience amid the 
troubles and trials incident to the present state ; the animating hope which 
cheers the departing saint; and the unspeakable rewards of grace, which 
are in sure reversion beyond the grave. I stated that I had known many, 
who, on a death bed, felt greater consolation than they could express, 
from the spiritual communications of that merciful Saviour, in whom was 
all their trust. I suggested that my nearest earthly friend, who had been 
taken from me in the midst of her days, a few months before, in the im- 
mediate prospect of death, but a few moments before she closed her eyes 
upon the world, said, with a serenity of countenance which I could never 
forget, “ worlds could not purchase the hope she had ;” and if they were 
united to Jesus, by a living faith, they would be blessed with a similar 
transporting hope on the approach of that event, which awaited all the 
children of men, and which was ever nigh at hand. 

Many other things in this way were offered to the serious consideration 
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of my red brethren, and the address was closed with an exhortation to 
think much on what they had heard; to be often in prayer to the great 
God and Saviour of the world for a heart to love him and serve him upon 
earth, that they might glorify and enjoy him for ever in heaven. On 
taking my final leave of these poor natives of the wilderness, I besought 
the Lord, that if we should never meet together again in any house of 
prayer in this world, as we probably never should, this people, and all the 
unenlightened tribes of this western world, might soon be made, by the 
all conquering power of the Holy Spirit, to love the Saviour of sinners 
with all their heart; and that we might meet our Judge in peace and joy, 
in the morning of the resurrection, and be satisfied with his likeness, 
when we should see him as he is. (To be continued.) 





UNITED GENERAL PRAYER-MEETING, 
FOR THE OUT-POURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THIS CITY. 

The United General Prayer-Meeting for the month of May was held in 
the Mariners’ Church, on Monday afternoon, the 7th instant. 

The order of exercises were as follows : viz. The meeting was opened 
with singing a hymn, and prayer by the Rev. N. Banas, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, who presided. - He then read the 55th C hapter of 
Isaiah, and several letters giving accounts of revivals of religion in various 
parts of the Union; alsoa paper in the Jewish Expositer, published in 
London in March last, containing “ Hints” of a plan for uniting Chris- 
tians of different denominations in prayer for the effusion of the Holy 
Spirit on ministers and people, which we understand was drawn up by the 
Rev. W. Ward. Several hymns were sung, and the Rev. Mr. Chace, of 
New-Orleans, and the Rev. Messrs. Labagh, Ellis and Frey, of this city, 
engaged in prayer. The mecting was concluded by singing the Christian 
Doxelogy, and the benediction was pronounced by the presiding minister. 

The exercises were solemn and interesting, and the intelligence was 
calculated to cheer the hearts of Christians, and animate them to more fre- 
quent and earnest prayer for more abundant communications of the Spirit 
of God. 

Of the letters read, we can give only the following in this number. 

PROGRESS OF THE REVIVAL IN CONNECTICUT. 
New-Haven, April 25, 1821. 

Dear Str,—Since iny letter of March 30th,* I have received frequent in- 
telligence from those towns which had been visited by the brethren of our 
c hurches, and in which I informed you, revivals of religion had commenced. 
In none of these places, has the Holy Spirit ceased to operate, and in most of 
them, the good work goes on with animation and success ; encouraging the 
hearts of Christians, and stimulating them to increased exertions for the pros- 
perity of Zion. 

In addition to the list already handed you, I will now add the parishes 
where revivals have commenced during the last month ; most of which have 
been visited by the brethren, viz. Middlebury, Southbury, two parishes in 
Woodbury, Washington, Brookfield, Roxbury, Columbia, North Guilford, 
Westbrook, Chester, Pettypaug, and New-Stratford. There are several 
other places i in which the people. apparently are solemnized, and attentive to 
religious instruction; and where we hope revivals will begin before many weeks. 

Some facts have come to my knowledge during the psogress of these revi- 
vals, with which I think it may be useful for Christians throughout our coun- 
try to be acquainted. When an unusual attention to religion appears in any 


* See our last volume, p. 752 
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town or parish, it seems as ifa solemnity was communicated to the whole 
atmosphere. The great object of salvation absorbs all others ; and the con- 
versation and inquiries of those who before were light-minded, appear evi- 
dently to assume a serious cast. The amusements and diversions of the 
youth, of both sexes, are relinquished, as it were, by common consent; and 
they seem now to be much more anxious to attend conferences and prayer- 
meetings, than before they were to go tothe ball-room, or join the convivial 
circle. ‘This state of things excites much inquiry and curiosity in neighbour- 
ing towns and villages; and the people flock in to the place where a revival 
exists, from several miles around,to see and hear for themselves. Itis in this 
way that the spark is caught, and carried home, and communicated. So cus- 
tomary is this fact, that it seems almost a matter of course, that a revival will 
spread, where the people in the vicinity will come in and attend the religious 
meetings. Allow me to mention a few facts, which will place this subject 
in a more striking point of view. When our brethren first went to the upper 
parish of Woodbridge, a lady, who was on a visit at that place, attended the 
meeting, and was brought into a state of conviction in consequence of what 
she saw and heard. She returned to her own place of residence, a town 
about twenty-five miles distant, and related to her friends and neighbours the 
things she had witnessed. This excited attention to religious subjects, and 
inquiries as to their own hopes of salvation ; and the result has been, that a 
revival of religion has commenced in that place.—At the time when the re- 
vival was most powerful in North-Killingworth, and on the Sabbath when 
upwards of one hundred were admitted to the church, a number of Chris- 
tians, belonging to a parish east of that town, came over to be present on this 
extraordinary occasion, and to witness its solemnities. ‘They caught the 
heavenly flame, and becoming animated, they began to labour and pray in 
their own village, for an out-pouring of the Holy Spirit. A revival soon 
commenced, and is now general.—As a third instance, the people of a parish 
about four miles north of that last mentioned, came down, more than once, in 
considerable numbers, to see and judge for themselves. Convictions of sin 
took place in their minds ; and returning to their own homes, an awakening 
began, and soon after a revival, which is now extending among their friends 
and neighbours. I could mention likewise, more than one place, where great 
attention has been excited, by receiving letters, and publicly reading them, 
which gave an account of the great work which is going on here and in other 
places. But it is unnecessary that I should be more particular.—I beg leave 
to state one further instance, by way of contrast to these. There is a town 
in Litchfield county, where a revival has commenced, and where appearances 
are flattering that it will become extensive. In a town which lies directly 
west of this, no inquiry has been excited ; the people have been, and still con- 
tinue to be, in a cold and stupid state, and Christians are asleep. While in 
the first, conversions are taking place every week, in the latter, but one soli- 
tary instance of conviction has been known ; and in that case the person 
removed from the first mentioned town, and became a resident in the latter. 
I have been strongly impressed, for some time, with the immense impor- 
tance of the use of means, in the salvation of men; and several facts which I 
have learned, have added confidence to former impressions. One of the 
ministers of Woodbridge informed me, that the Female Bible Society in his 
parish gave away eight or ten Bibles, to different individuals, whom they sup- 
posed deserving the donation. During the present revival in that place, 
which may be two years or more since the Bibles were distributed, those per- 
sons who received the Bibles, have all become hopefully pious—When the 
brethren made the first visit to Milford, a Mr. P. a member of the church, 
living in the eastern part of the town, attended the meeting, and on his. re- 
turn, informed his neighbours of what he had seen and heard. This aceount 
excited the curiosity of the people of the village, and they determined when- 
ever the second visit was made, to attend, if practicable. At the time 
the next visit was appointed, the roads were extremely muddy ; here and 
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there filled with snow drifts, and so difficult to pass, that although men could 
go on horseback, yet wagons could not be drawn through the roads with safe- 
ty. In this extremity, Mr. P. got up his ox-cart, and took up eight of the 
women from his immediate neighbourhood to the meeting, a distance of from 
two to three miles. A revival now exists in the village, and seven of these 
women have become hopefully pious. 

In the observations which I have made in this or the former letter,concern- 
ing the utility of the labours of the brethren, who have visited the churches, 
I would by no means be understood as hinting that, in these places, ministers 
and Christians have sot laboured faithfully and successfully, in promoting 
the revivals which have taken place, after they have once awaked from their 
slumbers ; but I do believe, that the labours of the brethren have been the 
means of awaking many of them, and animating many of them in the work. 
Neither would | be understood as countenancing the idea, that revivals of 
religion would exist, merely through the labours of the brethren, or of any 
other Christians ; God uses them as inslruments, but the efficiency is altogeth- 
er from him. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your friend and servant. 

N. B. We hada prayer meeting last evening, in which Congregationalists, 
Episcopalians, Baptists, and Methodists united, and each took a part, in short 
addresses and short prayers. We find by our experience, that long prayers, 
or long addresses, will not answer a good purpose. They will be tedious, 
even if men of talents make them. 


SANDWICH ISLAND MISSION. 


JOURNAL OF THE MISSIONARIES. 


March 28, 1820.—Within two or three days sail of Owhyhee. We 
have thought it desirable to observe this day as a season of fasting and 
prayer, that we may be better prepared to enter on our work with proper 
feelings of heart ; with confidence in God ; with penitence for our own 
sins ; with gratitude for the blessings of the Gospel; with compassion 
for the wretched children of superstition ; with benevolence towards all 
intelligent beings ; and with faith in the blood of Christ, and in his pro- 
mises with reference to the salvation of the heathen. 


First view of Owhyhee. 


30.—Let us thank God and take courage. Early this morning the 
long looked for Owhyhee, and the cloud-capt and snow-capt Mouna-Keah, 
appear in full view, to the joy of the little company on board. A heavy 
cloud now envelopes a considerable part of this stupendous mountain, on 
the summit of which a great body of snow appears, at intervals, quite 
above the clouds. 

11 o’clock, A. M.—We are now coasting along the northern part of 
the island, so near the shore, as to see the numerous habitations, cultivated 
fields, rising smokes in different directions, fresh vegetation, rocks, rivu- 
lets, cascades, trees, &c.—and, by the help of glasses, men and women, 
immortal beings purchased with redeeming blood. We are much pleased, 
not to say delighted, with the scene ;. and long to be on shore. Hopoo 
has designated the spot, in a little valley, near the beach, where he was 
born. He and his three countrymen are greatly animated with the pros- 
pect.of their native shores. Near the southern extremity of the island, 
the walls of an ancient Moreeah, or heathen temple, appear, where the 
sacrifices of abomination have long been offered to demons. 

4 o'clock, P. M.—As we double the northern extremity of Owhyhee, 
the lofty heights of Mowee rise on our right. As no canoes approach us, 
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it is supposed to be a time of special taboo ; and that all the people are 
employed in its observance. Capt. Blanchard has concluded to send a 
boat to make inquiries respecting the king and the state of the islands.— 
Mr. Hunnewell, [one of the mates,] Thomas Hopoo, John Honoore, and 
others, have now gone on this errand, and we wait with anxious expecta- 
tion for the 


First Intelligence from the Island. 

7 P. M.—The boat has returned, having fallen in with a number of 
fishermen near the shore, who readily answered their inquiries; and the 
messengers have astonished and agitated our minds by repeating the unex- 
pected information from the fishermen :—that the aged king Tamahama- 
ha is dead ; that Reho-reho, his son, succeeds him; that the images of 
his gods are burned ; that the men are all Inoahs, that is, they eat with 
the women, in all the islands ; that one of the chiefs only was killed, in 
settling the affairs of government; and he for refusing to destroy 
his gods. 

If these are facts, they seem to show, that Christ is overturning the an- 
cient state of things, in order to take possession ; and that these isles are 
waiting for his law, while the old and decaying pillars of idolatry are fall- 
ing to the ground. ‘The moment seems favourable for the introduction 
of Christianity and the customs of civilized life; and our hopes that these 
will be welcome, are greatly strengthened. There is some reason to fear 
that the government is not settled on the firmest basis, and that there is 
less of stability and sobriety in the present king, than in his father. What- 
ever may be his moral character and habits, we believe, in consequence 
of information collected from those who know him, that three important 
particulars may, with some confidence, be relied on: 1st. That he is 
specially desirous of improvement in learning: 2d. That he has long 
been indifferent to idol worship: 3d. That he is not unfriendly to the 
whites. 

Our hearts do rejoice. Though we are disappointed in not being al- 
lowed to preach Christ to that venerable chief, who has so long and so 
ably governed this people ; and though we believe we shall have trials 
sufficient to give exercise to faith and patience, yet in view of this won- 
derful revolution our hearts do rejoice, to hear the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 

First visit to the Island. * 

31.—The intelligence of yesterday is confirmed to-day by a visit of bro- 
ther Ruggles, Thomas Hopoo, and G. P. Tamoree, to the residence of Kri- 
makoo, where they were received kindly, and entertained with unexpected 
civility. By them the widows of Tamahamaha sent us a present of fresh 
fish, cocoa nuts, sweet potatoes, bananas, sugar cane, bread fruit, &c. ex- 
pressing much satisfaction that we had come to teach them good things. In 
the course of the day, a number of the natives came off to the brig in their 
canoes with vegetables, manufactures, shells, &c. for the purpose of traffic, 
and to gratify their curiosity. The sightofthese children of nature, drew 


* The vessel first made Owhyhee on the west, as she was sailing north; then 
doubled the north point, leaving Mowee on the right, and passed south along 
the western shore of Owhyhee. ‘T'oeaigh Bay is about 25 miles from the 
nerth point ; and the residence of the king is about 35 miles further south. 
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tears from eyes that did not intend toweep. Of them we inquired, whe- 
ther they had heard any thing about Jehovah, who made Owhyhee and all 
things ? They replied that Reho-reho, the king, had heard of the great God 
of white men, and had spoken of him; and that all the chiefs but one had 
agreed to destroy their idols, because they were convinced that they could 
do no good, since they could not even save the king. Idol worship is 
therefore prohibited, and the priesthood entirely abolished. Sing, O hea- 
vens, for the Lord hath done it. 
Visit of Krimakoo to the Brig. 

April 1.—To-day, as we were neat his residence at Toeaigh Bay, Krim- 
akoo and his wife, and two widows of Tamahamaha, decently dressed, and 
attended with a considerable train of men and women, came on board the 
brig, having sent before them a present to Capt. B. of three hogs, and as 
many large ‘bundles of sweet potatoes. ‘They were introduced to the mem- 
bers of the mission family individually, and the mutual salutation of sha- 
king hands, with the usual compliment, “ Aloha,” passed pleasantly around 
among us all. When our table was prepared, they sat down to dine with 
us, and behaved with much decorum. From what we had heard and seen 
of the natives, the appearance of this noble chief was more interesting than 
we could have expected. His dress was a neat white dimity jacket, 
black silk vest, nankeen pantaloons, white cotton stockings, shoes, plaid 
cravat, and a neat English hat. He sometimes, however, lays these aside, 
for the simple native maro round the waist, similar to the Hindoo dress. 
He showed peculiar fondness for the children of Mr. Chamberlain.— 
When we declared to him our objects in visiting the islands, and our de- 
sire to obtain a residence in them, in order to teach the knowledge of the 
arts and sciences, and of Christianity, he listened with attention; and 
said, he must see the king, and they must consult together about it: and 
they would let us know what they would say. As a token of friendship, 
he presented to brother Bingham a curiously wrought spear, which may 
serve for a pruning hook, or for a curiosity to gratify our American friends. 

Our new visiters were pleased to find that we could speak easy phr ases 
in their language ; and highly gratified, that we had instructed in our re- 
ligion and brought with us natives of their country, who perfectly under- 
stand their tongue, and can therefore converse freely with them on these 
subjects. They made themselves more agreeable than could have been 
expected ; and towards evening left us with apparently kind sentiments. 
On further examination, it appears that the chief, who refused to renounce 
his idols, raised a considerable party with treasonable designs, and resisted 
till he lost 40 or 50 men and his own life. His party were subdued, and 
Krimakoo, with the loss of 6 or 10 men, was victorious; having been bet- 
ter supplied with muskets and ammunition than the disaffected party.— 
The white men who reside in the islands, favoured the cause of the re- 
formers, and seem to rejoice in the destruction of the oppressive taboo. 
We are encouraged to hope, that.we shall soon be allowed to take pos- 
session for the church and for Christ of this part of the “ land, which re- 
maineth to be possessed ;” and to set up our banner without a contest : 
the priests of idolatry being now reduced to a level with the common peo- 
ple. At evening, as we moved slowly along the shores of Owhyhee, the 
moon rising behind its lofty mountains, brothers Bingham and ‘Thurston 
sung their favourite Melton Mowbray, 

“ Head of the church triumphant,” &c. 


( To be continued. ) 
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ANNIVERSARIES. 


The Education Society of the Presbyterian Church held its second annual meeting 
on Thursday, the 3d instant. The Report of the Managers was read, and the 
ordinary business transacted. The anniversary sermon was preached in the Brick 
Church, on the Sabbath evening following, by the Rev. Mr. FisHEr, of Paterson, 
N. J. from Gal. vi. 9, “* As we have, therefore, opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men.” After the collection was taken up, the Rev. Mr. M‘CLELLAND delivered an 
address in behalf of the Institution. The number of students aided by this Society 


is fifty-two. 


The Missionary Socicty of the Methodist Episcopal Church, celebrated its second 
anniversary on Monday evening, the 7th instant, in the church in John-street. The 
Rev. Bishop GEORGE, one of the Vice-Presidents, took the chair at 7 o’clock, and 
commenced the exercises by reading the 10th chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel. The 
Rev. JosHua SOULE read the report, and several resolutions were unanimously 
passed. 

The following gentlemen, who moved and seconded the resolutions, addressed the 
meeting in highly appropriate speeches: viz. Rev. Joun Emory, of Maryland, 
GEORGE CaAINngEs, Esq. New-York, Rev. E. HEDDING, of New-London, Rev. JoHN 
SOMMERFIELD, of London, Rev. LAWRENCE KEANE, of Dublin, Rev. WILLIAM 
RYLAND, of Washington City. On the previous evening collections for the Mis- 
sionary fund were taken up in all the Methodist churches in the city. 


The United Foreign Missionary Society held its annual meeting on Wednesday 
afternoon, the 9th instant, in Dr. Romeyn’s Church, in Cedar-street. The Rev. 
Dr. M‘DowELL, of Elizabethtown, N. J. opened the meeting with prayer, and the 
report was read by Mr. Z. Lewis, and the Rev. S.S. WooDHULL. 

In moving and seconding the usual resolutions, the meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. Dr. MILLEDOLER, the Rev. S. H. Cox, the Rev Mr. M‘CarTeEx, of Philadel- 
phia, and the Rev. C. T. DEMAREST, of English Neighbourhood, N. J. and was 
closed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Milledoler. 

In the evening a sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Knox, from 1 Cor. chap. 
iv. ver. 2. * Moreover, it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.” 


The New-York Sunday School Union Society celebrated its fifth anniversary on 
Tuesday the 8th instant. The scholars assembled in the Park, in front of the City 
Hall, at 3 o’clock, P. M.; and, preceded by the President and the other officers and 
Committee, walked in procession to the Circus in Broadway. After the scholars were 
seated, they sung a Hymn, led by Mr. H. Sage. The Rev. Mr. AXTEL, of Geneva, 
N. Y. prayed, and the Rev. Dr. MIULEDOLER delivered an eloquent, tender and 
appropriate address. 

Another Hymn was then sung, and the exercises were closed with prayer by Dr. 
Milledoler. As the scholars retired from the house each one was presented with a 
little reward book, entitled the “* Orphan Boy.” The number of scholars present on 
this most interesting occasion was about 2,500; we would avoid any invidious com- 
parison, but we cannot forbear to remark that School No, 34, for coloured men, 
never appeared better—there were 112 present. There were many of the Clergy 
from the neighbouring cities and towns present to witness this animating spectacle, 
which language would fail to describe. 

In the evening the Society met in the Church in John-street. Col. RicHaRD 
VARICK, the venerable President, took the chair at half past 7 o’clock, and the Rev. 
Dr. Milledoler opened the meeting with a most fervent prayer. The report was 
then read by ELEAZER Lorp, Esq. Corresponding Secretary, and appropriate ad- 
dresses were delivered by the Rev. Mr. SnopGras, of Fayetteville, N.C. and 
CEORGE WILSON, Esq. the Rev. Dr. SPRING, and JAMES Eastsurn, Esq. of this 
city. After the meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. SPRING, the Society 
proceeded to the election of officers and a committee for the ensuing year. 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The American Bible Society celebrated its fifth anniversary on Thursday, the 
10th instant. The Officers and Managers, and Delegates from Auxiliary Societies, 
met at the Managers’ Room, in the New-York Institution, at 9 o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Gen. MatTHEW CLARKSON, senior Vice-President, took the chair, and the 
meeting of the Board was opened with reading the 72d Psalm, by the Rev. J. Day, 
L. L. D. President of Yale College: 
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After attending to the ordinary business of the meeting, at 10 o'clock the Board of 
Managers, with the officers of the Society, and the Delegates from the Auxiliaries 
proceeded to the City Hotel, where a large number of ladies and gentlemen had 
assembled to witness the interesting proceedings of the day. At half past 10, the 
Hon. ELIAS BOUDINOT, President of the Society, supported by Gen. Clarkson 
and Col. Varick, two of the Vice-Presidents, took the chair; when the meeting was 
opened by the reading of the Ist chapter of Revelations by the Rev. Dr. M‘Dowell, 
of Elizabethtown, N. J. 

Letters from several of the Vice-Presidents, apologizing for their necessary ab- 
sence from the meeting were read;—after which, the business of the meeting 
commenced by the President’s address, which was read by the Rev. Dr. Milnor, the 
Secretary for foreign Correspondence. The Treasuyer’s Report for the past year 
was then read by W. W. Woolsey, Esq. Treasurer, by which it appeared that the 
receipts of the year ending the Ist of May, 1821, were 49,578 dollars and 34 cents, 
and the expenditures were 47,759 dollars and 60 cents. The annual Report of the 
Board of Managers was then read by the Rev. Selah Strong Woodhull, Secretary 
for Domestic Correspondence. From the Report, it appears that the Society have 
printed, during the past year, twenty-nine thousand Bibles, and twenty-four thou- 
sand Testaments. The whole number circulated since its formation, is 231,552. 

The Kentucky Society have printed 2,000 copies of the Scriptures from the plates 
sent them by this Society; and such is the demand, in the western parts of our 
country, that they are printing a second edition. Spanish Testaments have been 
sent to Buenos Ayres, and a new field has recently opened for the distribution of 
the Scriptures, in the same language, in other parts of South America, and in 
Louisiana. The Society have obtained the sanction and aid of the Secretary of 
the Navy in distributing the Scriptures through the United States Navy. Three 
thousand five hundred Bibles have been appropriated for this purpose; and 1600 
of that number have been distributed to the petty officers and seamen. Thirty 
Auxiliary Societies have been added during the past year ; making the whole number 
of Auxiliary Societies attached to the Parent Institution, two hundred and thirty- 
nine. 

After the report was read, several resolutions were unanimously passed, the last 
of which was as follows : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the President for his continued 
and watchful attention to its important interests: and that the Society sincerely 
regret that his indisposition has prevented them from enjoying the benefit of his 
talents and services in conducting the whole proceedings of the present anniversary. 

On offering and seconding the several resolutions, each of the following gentlemen 
addressed the meeting: viz. Rev. Dr. STauGHTON, of the Baptist Church, Phila- 
delphia, JoHN Griscom, of the Society of Friends, N. Y. Rev. Mr. TRvatr, of 
the Presbyterian Church, Cherry Valley, N. Y. Rev. Mr. BanGs, of the Methodist 
Church, N. Y. Hon. Jonn T. Invine, N. Y. Rev. Dr. Morsk, New-Haven, Conn. 
Rev. J. M. MATHEWS, of the Reformed Dutch Church, N. Y. and the Rev. JoHN 
SOMMERFIELD, of London. 

There was a more full attendance on this than on former anniversaries, and the 
exercises were such as would animate the Christian to renewed exertion in circula- 
ting the Bible. Application having been made, we understand, to the gentlemen 
who addressed the meeting, for copies of their speeches for publication, any remarks 
on them would be unnecessary. 

On a review of this week of joyful anniversaries, we feel inclined to offer some 
remarks, and regret that our limits, at present, forbid adding any thing more than 
our fervent prayer, that the flame of Christian zeal which has warmed our hearts on 
these interesting occasions, may burn with increasing ardour until another return 
of the annual jubilee. 





LIBERAL DONATION.—M. Poypras, of New-Orleans, has made a donation 
of $20,000 to the Presbyterian Church in that city. They have it for two years 
without interest, and after that period pay the interest to the Orphan Asylum. 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our Correspondent “ B” is informed that the numbers of our last volume, ‘ con- 
taining the Correspondence between a Clergyman and a Student at College,” are 
nearly out of print, and a compliance with the request would subject us to a great- 
er expense than we can sustain. 

Several articles prepared for this number are unavoidably deferred. 





Che Scamaws Magainue. 





They that f° down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unto the Lord in their¢rouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms.} 














CORRESPONDENCE. 


The great variety of interesting intelligence with which we have been 
recentlyjsupplied for this department of our work, would have induced us 
to devote a larger number of pages to the Seaman’s Macazine, but in 
this number we must confine ourselves principally to the Correspondence 
of the Board of the “ Port of New-York Society,” and shall first lay before 
our readers the following letter from the Rev. Gzorce Cuarues Situ, 
one of the Foreign Secretaries of the “ Brirish AND ForeiGN SEAMAN’S 
Frienp Society AND Betue. Union,” addressed to the Board of the 
Port Society in New-York, dated * 

. Cornwall, Feb. 7, 1821. 
To the Directors of the Port of New-York Society, &c. 
EstTEEMED FRIENDS, 

The Committee of the British and Foreign Seaman’s Friend Society 
and Bethel Union have received with great pleasure your communication 
from New-York, and congratulate you on the prosperity attendant on your 
exertions to improve the character, and save the souls of Seamen.—We shall 
esteem your information as brethren in the grand and important work, and with 
such coadjutors, and the divine blessing, we doubt not but our Saviour’s name 
will be known from the rivers to the ends of the earth. Allow me to tecom- 
mend most forcibly to your attention the early adoption of the Bethel Flag ; 
you will have one sent out from London for you; and I would advise the es- 
tablishment of one in every port. The plan is very simple, and most effectu- 
al.—For instance, let the Christian friends of all denominations in each sea- 
port of the United States be invited to co-operate in this mode of doing good 
to Sailors. Let one or two evenings in the week be fixed on for prayer meet- 
ings, on board a vessel in the port. Let a Bethel Flag be procured at the 
port by subscription, place it in the care of some pious person residing near 
the quay, or pier, connected with the shipping concerns. Give him directions 
on the morning of the day appointed, to go on board any vessel and solicit 
permission to hold a prayer meeting on board—if granted, then let him hoist 
the Bethel Flag at the mast-head, as a signal to all Mariners. A few pious 
friends could always be obtained to go on board in the evening and hold the 
meeting, and occasionally you will meet with praying sailors and captains 
who will join with you. Poor praying menare of essential service in this 
work. We have many sailors’ meetings conducted by themselves. They 
like it, and enter into it with great spirit. Short hymns and short prayers 
make the meeting lively and profitable-—Sometimes you will have a minister 
on board to give an exhortation. This is not essential, though it is welcome 
and acceptable. In the summer, your Bethel meetings can be held on deck, 
or inthe holds of vessels cleared out. Inthe winter, most of your vessels 
have spacious cabins, and if you only get the crew of the ship to attend, you 
do great good. By this simple and cheap means you augment the quantum 
of prayer to an immense degree, and then you may be certain you insure the 
prosperity of the work in proportion.—Much prayer among the shipping will 
be the sheet anchor of your society, and the gale that will press forward the 
work with all possible success. In a little while the Flag would be generally 
known, admired and visited. Every port can also have a sailors’ monthly 
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prayer meeting, on board a ship, when prayer can be specially offered up for 
the conversion of sailors throughout the world. Suitable addresses may be 
given here to stimulate and keep the work alive with all hands. 

May I also venture to recommend an American Sailors’ Magazine. I 
think such a work might be established monthly, without injuring any period- 
ical work at present in circulation. You mightbegin a small one at first, to sell 
for 4d. per number. You see the nature of our Magazine, blending every thing 
that is interesting, edifying, and profitable together.—Sailors love to read of 
the sea, of ships, of seamen, and every thing connected with their profession. 
Sunday Schools, and the progress of education, will render them generally 
a reading class of people. They have much time. If we don’t find them 
good books, Satan will provide them with bad ones. Your own newspapers 
will furnish you with much interesting matter. Voyages and other books 
will help you forward. Marine, Bible, and Seamen’s Societies will assist you. 
Restored sailors and captains will strengthen your hands. Correspondents 
in all sea-ports will supply you. Your own proceedings will contribute.— 
The Sailors’ Magazine from England will provide a large fund. And ac- 
counts, ere long, from every part of the world, I expect, will reach you, that 
will form very interesting intelligence. For we cannot suppose the flame 
kindled in England and America will be confined to those countries. No, 
Sirs, it will extend, by Divine Graceflike Bible and Missionary Societies, to 
every quarter of the globe, untél British and foreign sailors become one fold 
under one Shepherd. I trust you will Be directed to some suitable persons as 
editors of such a work. 

I remain yours, respectfully, G. C. SMITH. 


BETHEL FLAG. 

The friends of Seamen will feel peculiar pleasure in perusing the follow- 
ing letter, which announces the donation of a large and handsome “ BETHEL 
Fac,” to the Port of New-York Society. It shows how deeply our 
transatlantic brethren feel for the spiritual welfare of Seamen, and how 
ready they areto aid us here in the great work of spreading the Gospel 
among this neglected portion of our fellow citizens. 


From Tuomas Puituirs, Esq. one of the Corresponding Secretaries of 
the “ British and Foreign Seaman’s Friend and Bethel Union Socie- 
ty,” to the Rev. Warp Srarrorp, late Preacher of the MARINER’s 

HURCH tn this city. | 

Committee Rooms, 18 Aldermanbury, 
London, 22d Feb. 1821. 

REv. AND DEAR SIR, 

I now have the pleasure of committing to the care of the Rev. J. Allen, of Ten@* 
nessee, the Bethel Flag, presented by the ‘“ British and Foreign Seaman’s Friend So- 
ciety and Bethel Union,” to the Seaman’s Society in your city, and which I hope 
will be frequently hoisted as a signal for seamen to assemble on board ships for pray- 
ex. Mr. Allen has attended the Prayer Meetings on the Thames, and will be able 
to give you much pleasing information, and I hope to hear from your Society much 
good news of the success of the means you are adopting to bring sailors to Christ. 
The cause is spreading here, and exciting great interest. At Hull on Saturday last 
a new Flag was hoisted on board the Cambrian, 375 Tons, where a congregation of 
from 600 to 700 persons attended, principally sailors, employed in the Greenland 
fisheries. At other ports the society have been the nieans of stirring up pious friends 
on shore to seek after the salvation of seamen, and I hope, ere long, Prayer Meetings 
will be established in every port, round our coast. ‘ Surely this is the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.” I need not urge you or your friends to go forward ; 
you feel the importance of the work, and cannot help it. 

It will give me pleasure to hear from Jyou whenever you can devote a few minutes, 
and I shall be happy in communicating such information from time to time as may 
be interesting to the friends of seamen in New-York. ; 

I remain, with much esteem, my dear Sir, yours very truly, T. PHILLIPS. 

Rey. WARD STAFFORD. 





Port of London Society. $1 


From Rosert Humpnrey Marten, Esg. Treasurer of the “ Port of 
London Society,” to the Directors of the Port of New-York Society 


Sor promoting the Gospel among Seamen. 

London. 

Sirs—I have received from Mr. Bethune, of your city, the most interesting intel- 
ligence of the opening of the “ Mariner’s Church,” built by voluntary Christian do- 
nations, under the auspices of your important Society. 

As Treasurer of the ** Port of London Society for promoting Religion among Sea- 
men,” I have deemed it my duty formally to lay before its Committee the animating 
information of your co-operation in the great aim of instructing Sailors in their mo- 
ral duties, and bringing them to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus Christ. 

I am desired by the Committee to offer its congratulations on the formation of 
your Society, and on your having the honour of managing its concerns, and to ex- 
press its joy in the zealous exertions which they feel confident will be made by you ; 
a confidence which will be felt by their own renewed animation to attain their high 
pursuits, encouraged by the singularly simultaneous, and concurring efforts in the 
two Hemispheres. 

The Committee have, by an unanimous vote, directed that the Reports of the 
*¢ Port of London Society” should be sent to you,—together with an engraved repre- 
sentation of the Society's floating Chapel,*—with a request that you will be pleased 
to accept them as a testimony of their respectful regard, and of their anxious desire 
for the success of your noble efforts for the promulgation of the Gospel among a class 
of men hitherto certainly much neglected. 

I have also to beg your Society’s acceptance of a copy of the *‘ Seaman’s devo- 
tional Assistant,”* intended for the use of merchant vessels at sea, and written princi- 
pally by a pious Officer of the Royal Navy. It is finding its way into use, and ap- 
pears much approved. Should it be deemed worthy of a reprint in America, and be- 
come serviceable in your Mercantile Marine, it will afford an increase of gratifica- 
tion to the Committee of the Port of London Society, by whom it was procured, and 
under whose recommendation it has been published. 

Should American Sailors, who arrive in this port, attend the public worship in 
the Chapel for Seamen, which is moored off the London Dock Gates, they will ever 
find a cheerful welcome ; and British Sailors would, I doubt not, have a welcome 4s 
cheerful from the brethren in the Mariner’s Church. 

It will afford you much pleasure to learn that the subject of imparting religious 
instruction to Seamen is finding every where advocates and willing labourers. At 
Leith a ship is fitting for a Chapel for Seamen, under the care of a new formed Society, 
named the “ Edinburgh and Leith Seaman’s Friend Society.” At its establishment 
it had the attendance of both the great and the good, and there is every reason to 
hope that it will be of extensive benefit. 

The Bethel Union Society for encouraging Prayer Meetings among seamen has 
been instituted in this port, and several meetings are held every week on the river 
(hames in merchant ships, lent for the evening by their masters for this purpose. 

Another Institution is now forming to be called the “* Cambrian Union for pxo- 
moting religion among Welch seamen,” for the purpose of facilitating the assem- 
bling of Welch seamen, who do not understand English, and procuring the Gospel 
to be preached to them in their own language on every Lord’s Day. On Thursday 
evening last between 200 and 300 were asseinbled in the hold of a merchant brig to 
hear a native preacher. 

The Bethel Union Society has this year begun a monthly Magazine, called the 
¢ Sailor’s Magazine,” which it is hoped will be a useful channel for good instruction. 

That you may be instruments in the hand of the Lord, and successful in teaching 
sailors to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts—to live soberly, righteously and godly 
—an< to look for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
eur Saviour Jesus Christ, is the humble but earnest prayer of, Gentlemen, 

Your friend and fellow labourer, 
R. H. MARTEN. 


* These have been received. 


PORT OF LONDON SOCIETY 
For promoling Religion among Seamen. 


On Tuesday, the 13th of February, was held at the Freemasons’ Hall, Great 
Queen-street, a Public Meeting of Noblemen, Ladies, and Gentlemen, interested in 
the yeligious instruction of British Seamen. The meeting was numerous and highly 
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32 The Joseph Eastburn. 


respectable. The chair was taken by the Right Honourable John Charles Villiers, 
M. P. who was supported on his right by the Earl of Rocksavage, and on his left by 
the venerable and respected philanthropist Mr. Wilberforce. On the platform were 
Joseph Butterworth, Esq. M. P. Mr. Stephen, Master in Chancery, the Honourable 
and Rev. Gerard T. Noel, Admiral Spranger, and other eminent characters. The 
Treasurer, R. H. Marten, Esq. read letters from the Right Honourable the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, and Lord Gambier, excusing their absence, but inclosing dona- 
tions in aid of the important object of the Society. The speakers were, the Ear! of 
Rocksavage, Dr. Thorpe, Mr. Wilberforce, J. Stephen, Esq. Admiral Spranger, 
Lieut. Saunders, The Honourable and Rev. Gerard T. Noel, Rev. Mr. Allen, from Ten- 
nessee in North America, the Rev. George Thorn, District Minister of Caledon in 
South Africa, Rev. Mr. Stratton, W. Cooke, Esq. &c.&c. &c. The Rev. Henry 
Lacey read an animating address from the Commitree, stating the importance of 
the object—the growing influence of religion on the minds of seamen—the cheerful, 
regular and exemplary attention of seamen on public worship at the Floating 
Chapel—the numerous instances of other ports, both domestic and foreign, having, 
in imitation of London, openly taken up the cause of religious instruction of seamen 
—and the well-grounded hope entertained that the efforts in the metropolis of Great 
Britain will, by their influence, result in the improvement of the morals of sailors in 
most parts of the world. The Treasurer reada letter which he had received from 
P, Perit, Esq. Corresponding Secretary to the “* Port of New-York Society, for pro- 
moting the Gospel among Seamen,” with encouraging accounts of its prosperity, and 
that the Ports of Boston, Philadelphia, and Charleston, S.C. had fitted up temporary 
places of worship for seamen. The speeches expressed the most confident hope, that 
now there was a commencement of direct and kind attention to the religious instruc- 
tion of seamen, it would be carried on with increasing success—that the gratitude of 
all ranks of the community was due to seamen, as such, and that the exertions of 
Christians ought now to be redoubled to make up the long arrears of debt to the souls 
of this long-neglected class of our fellow-subjects. A hope was expressed, that the 
Church of England, many of whose pious and benevolent members had supported 
the Port of London Society, by liberal donations, although begun and conducted by 
Dissenters, would, ere long, have a ship fitted in the Thames as a chapel for sailors, 
members of that communion. There were many masters of merchant ships, and a 
goodly number of seamen, present, which rendered the meeting more interesting.— 
Many donations were handed to the Treasurer, and a good col'ection was made, in 
aid of the funds of the Society. 


THE GREENOCK SEAMAN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


We learn with sincere pleasure that this Society has made excellent progress to- 
ward the noble purpose for which it was formed. 

The sloop of war which had served in the Clyde for the purposes of the Marine 
School, was solicited of Government, and liberally granted to the gentlemen who 
were on the Committee, to be transformed into a chapel for the use of the numerous 
seamen frequenting the port of Greenock. 

Preaching is always once a week on board; and when opportunity will permit, 
more often. Seamen attend willingly, listen attentively, and the sight of hardy faces 
bedewed with the tears of contrition is not unfrequent. ‘The vessel is moored near 
to the new Custom-house. When the vessels which took out the numerous emigrants 
to America were about to depart, these were collected, and with the seamen in the 
port, formed large assemblies, to whom the Rev. Mr. Edwards, and other ministers in 
Greenock and the neighbourhood, preached with manifest effect. 





THE JOSEPH EASTBURN. 


On Monday evening April 16, a prayer meeting was held on board the Joseph East- 
burn, a new and handsome brig belonging to Messrs. Dunton and Kerr, and bound 
for Leghorn. The brig is named from the venerable stated preacher of the Mariners’ 
Church, which is held in the sail-loft of Mr. Dunton, one of the owners. The even- 
ing was pleasant. The meeting was opened with prayer by Capt. C. Earl, who 
commands the brig ; an old boatswain also prayed. Addresses were given by the 
Rev. J. Eastburn and Rev. Dr. Ely ; and prayer was offered by Rev. Messrs. J. 
Eastburn, J. F. Greer, W. M. Engles, and J. W. Scott. On the Monday evening 
preceding, a similar meeting was held on board Mr. R. Ralston’s ship, the Pacific, 
Capt. J. Moore, bound to the East Indies: and we hope that these examples will be 
followed by every pious captain who shall sail from our port.—PAil. Relig. Rem. 


